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EVERYTHING| 
RENEW 

MATTHEW 12 

Condemning the INNOCENT 

Why are innocent people condemned? 
1 reason is because of CONFIRMATION BIAS. 

Confirmation bias is when you only pay attention to the evidence 
that supports what you already believe – while ignoring the 
evidence that leads to a different conclusion. 

Example 1: The SCHOOL TEACHER who blames a kid for 
something they didn’t do. 

Example 2: The BOSS AT WORK who nominates someone for a 
role they don’t want. 

Matthew 12: The PHARISEES who condemn the INNOCENT Jesus 

But . . .  
It would be a mistake to just point the finger at the Pharisees OR 
at people like them–  
Will you – with me – examine your own heart?  
  
 Do you know the truth about Jesus?  
 Do you know the truth about yourself? 

Matthew 12 gives you the answers that you NEED. 



JESUS Condemned 

a) Controversy in the grain fields (verse 1-8) 

The ACCUSATION (v.2) 

 “. . . Look! Your disciples are doing what is unlawful on the 
 Sabbath.” 

 Breaking the LAW by WORKING on the SABBATH!!! 

The EVIDENCE: 

 They’re harvesting (picking heads of grain) 
They’re threshing (separating the grain) 

 But there’s confirmation bias going on here.  
 The Pharisees are only seeing the EVIDENCE that supports   
 what they already believe about Jesus and what they    
 already believe about themselves 

 He’s IMMORAL – He’s a LAWBREAKER 
  But they are MORAL – They are LAW ABIDING. 

The DEFENCE (v.3-7) 

3 He answered, “Haven’t you read what David did when he 
and his companions were hungry? 4 He entered the house 
of God, and he and his companions ate the consecrated 
bread—which was not lawful for them to do, but only for 
the priests. 5 Or haven’t you read in the Law that the 
priests on Sabbath duty in the temple desecrate the 
Sabbath and yet are innocent? 6 I tell you that something 
greater than the temple is here. 7 If you had known what 
these words mean, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice,’ you 
would not have condemned the innocent. 8 For the Son of 
Man is Lord of the Sabbath.” 

If it was OK for DAVID, then it’s OK for ME! 
 I’m the MESSIAH. 



It is was OK for the PRIESTS, then it’s OK for me! 
 I’m GREATER than the TEMPLE 

b) Controversy in the synagogue (verse 9-14) 

The TRAP (v.10): 
  
 “. . . Looking for a reason to bring charges against Jesus,    
 they asked him, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?” 

The VERDICT (v.14): 

 “But the Pharisees went out and plotted how they might kill    
 Jesus.” 

Jesus is CONDEMNED. 
 From now on the SHADOW of the CROSS would fall heavily    
 over Jesus and his ministry.  
 The one who came to bring RENEWAL to a world   
 under the SHADOW of DEATH comes under that same   
 shadow.  

The MORALISTS would have their way –  
The LEGALISTS would find a way to destroy him! 
 They were DELUDED and DECEIVED. 
 They didn’t know the TRUTH about Jesus or the TRUTH about    
 themselves. 

The TRUTH about Jesus 

MESSIAH – LORD OF THE SABBATH – INNOCENT 

The TRUTH about Ourselves 

But for the grace of God . . . 
 SELF RIGHTEOUS – DECEIVED – CONDEMNED 



But the GOOD NEWS is– 
 Jesus was CONDEMNED – so we might be INNOCENT. 
 He invites us by FAITH to come to him and be RENEWED. 

Whatever your reaction to stuff going on in the world at the moment . . .  
 Don’t be too quick to condemn LAWBREAKERS and the IMMORAL. 

The LEGALIST condemns lawbreakers – 
The MORALIST condemns the immoral – 
 But the one who learns mercy meets Jesus and cries out:  
 “Have mercy on me, Son of David." 

Discussion and reflection questions 

1. When was the last time you criticised, blamed, or pointed the finger at 
someone or something? What evidence did you point to? 

2. Examining your own heart, what evidence can you point to of the 
same selfish attitudes that you see in others? 

3. Confess those sinful attitudes to God and one another, knowing the 
mercy and forgiveness that Jesus brings. 

4. What is liberating about having true knowledge of Jesus and true 
knowledge of yourself (v25-27)? 

5. What do you need to remind yourself about the fantastic reality of 
RENEWAL in Jesus? 


