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Can I be a Christian without the church? 
When you think about this question… 
 Thinking about church as INSTITUTION. 
  Your experience of institution has disappointed you. 
   Even worse… corrupt, abusive and hurt you. 
    I feel that and really sorry about this. 

 Thinking about being Christian is very INDIVIDUAL thing. 
  Being Christian personal RELATIONSHIP more than RELIGION. 
   Church is OK, but has little place or importance in your life. 

Have you thought about this question during COVID-season? 
 With our church, NewLife being online… is this church? 
  Are we being the church if we are not gathering physically? 
   Missed more church gatherings this year than whole life. 

Can you be Christian without meeting together as church… physically? 

Perfect time to be in Matthew 16. 
 What Jesus says gets us thinking about CHURCH: 
  Jesus’ relationship to church and…  
   what looks like to be onboard with Jesus’ ideas.  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Jesus hates self-serving institutionalised religion (v1-12) 
First 12 verses give stinging assessment of religion in Jesus’ day. 
 Jesus hates self-serving institutionalised religion! 

V1 Pharisees and Sadducees come to Jesus. 
 Narrow religious leadership group that belonged to Israelite people. 
  They excelled at their religion.  Confident, assured, looked up to… 
 But they’re self-interested frauds… 
  spreading fake news and conspiracy to make selves look good. 

Jesus says… 
 v3: you cannot interpret the signs of the times 
 v4: A wicked and adulterous generation 
 v6: Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 
 v12: Then they understood that he was not telling them to guard against the yeast  
 used in bread, but against the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 

Self-serving institutionalised religion of Pharisees and Sadducees cannot teach truth about 
the kingdom of God… because they will not listen to Jesus. 

Another time… lone Pharisee went to Jesus secretly. 
 John’s Gospel says he snuck out in the night to find Jesus. 
  Nicodemus says: Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from  
  God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with  
  him. 

Jesus tells him about wonderful light that brings life to world God loves. 
John reports: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

Jesus’ mission in the world is to draw people into God’s truth, light and life. 
 He hates self-serving institutionalised religion… that traps people in darkness and lies. 

Jesus loves cross-carrying community (v13-28) 
The Christian answer then to INSTITUTIONALISM is not… INDIVIDUALISM. 
 Like a kind of choose-own-adventure spirituality. 

Jesus invites those who LISTEN to him into wonderful COMMUNITY… 
 CROSS-CARRYING community. 

Vision for this community kick-started when disciples’ recognise more about Jesus. 
 Simon Peter says… v16: “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 

Here’s thing… Milestone moment of recognising Jesus… immediately talks about CHURCH. 
 Open page in history about WHO Jesus is… same page his assembly of God’s people! 

v17-18: Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to 
you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and 
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 

 CHURCH = assembly, gathering (ordinary C1st word) 



With Jesus… 
 CHURCH takes on a remarkable significance. 
 OT builds up hope, promise, expectation that God’ll CHURCH his ppl. 
 Jesus gathers disciples… gives mission and promise… HE will church! 
  In history see a diverse gathering…  
   not just like-minded/common-interest people… but a family of love! 

For this reason… being CHURCH for us IS a physical gathering. 

In meeting together physically we show a commitment to one another. 
By being physically present we are put alongside people different to us. 
 It’s a regular reminder and challenge to get on and live out love. 
Physical gatherings say something to world and kingdom of devil. 
 Protest movement holding weekly rally at front gates of Hades. 

Jesus is building a church… he loves community. 

Let’s read on to understand very significant about community culture… 
 It’s influenced by WHO Jesus is and WHAT he does. 

v21: From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the 
teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 

This doesn’t fit with Peter’s expectations of Messiah… his hopes about what Jesus said. 
But Jesus knows this God’s plan. Runs counter to human concerns. Confuses Satan’s concerns. 

Jesus leads the way in gathering a cross-carrying community. 
 A people committed to one another in sacrificial love… because he first loved us. 
  He gave up his life for us… so we might be willing to give life up for one another! 

 Illustrate… 

Being a Christian… follower of Jesus puts life on the line for others. 
 Let go of every bond that ties you to self. 
 To accept sentence of death on all personal ambition and goals. 
  When hard… look to Jesus’ promise: 
v27-28: For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then 
he will reward each person according to what they have done. 28 “Truly I tell you, some 
who are standing here will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his 
kingdom.” 
  
Jesus holds out for us sure and certain promise of eternity in his kingdom. 

Can you be a Christian without the church? 
Perhaps the answer is not so much YES or NO. 
 But… The church cannot be without YOU being a Christian… 
 a cross-carrying follower of Jesus gathered with his people. 
An application point for us today is to PROTEST. 
While we are apart… keep making Sunday the greatest day in your home. 
Right now let’s stand and protest… singing and declaring WHO we are as the cross-carrying 
community Jesus loves. 



Discussion, reflection questions and prayer 
Read Matthew 16:1-28 
1. How did Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 16 speak to you today? 

2. How can you be the ‘church’ and be reminded we belong to Jesus’ church while we are 
not meeting together on Sundays? 

3. Extension on Pharisee-Nicodemus: We meet Nicodemus again only two more times in the 
Bible, in John chapter 7 and 19. We see that meeting with Jesus must have had a big 
impact on Nicodemus.  

• How does Nicodemus’ question to the other religious leaders in John 7:45-52 show 
that Nicodemus’ life had been changed by Jesus? What did they do in response?  

• In John 19:38-42 Nicodemus helped bury Jesus. Nicodemus brought with him a huge 
amount of burial spices (34kg!). How might these things show that Nicodemus’ life 
had been changed by Jesus?  

• Has Jesus changed your life? What changes are you seeing in denying yourself, 
taking up your cross and following Jesus?  

• Give thanks that God has given us a Messiah who suffered, died and was raised, and who 
opened up the way into the kingdom of heaven. 

• Ask God to give you the strength to be able to deny yourself, take up your cross, and lose 
your life to follow Jesus.


