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LISTEN | DO I THINK TOO 
MUCH OF MYSELF? 

 
MATTHEW 18:1-20 

Do I think too much of myself? 
A notable person announced in autobiography: 
 I have never lost the childlike humility that characterises all truly great men 

In contrast, retirement speech of Federal Senator: thank clerks, cleaners and car-drivers. 

CS Lewis’ character, Screwtape gives raw assessment of humility: 
 The very moment he might be struck by the beauty of self-humility… 
  he is tempted to be proud of it. 
Lewis: A [person] is never so proud as when striking an attitude of humility. 

Do YOU think too much of yourself?  YES! 

You and I, both are more like Jesus’ disciples than we are like Jesus. 
 There’s hardly a part of life where we are not thinking about…  
  status, reputation, achievement, qualification, comparison. 
 Every time we think about it… unless at top… we’re left wanting. 

What if there’s a community where we aren’t worn down by that? 
 Where all status is gone? 
  Where every talent and work is celebrated? 
   A place and space where we don’t even see comparison? 

Sounds like heaven… it IS… the kingdom of heaven Jesus invites us into. 

The kingdom of heaven 
Matthew’s Gospel is announcement with kingdom proportions and expectation: [1:1] 
 This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham 

Jesus’ baptism is a kingdom event: [3:17] 
 “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 

Jesus’ first public speech: [4:17] Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near. 

Sermon on Mt: Jesus describes blessed good life in kingdom of heaven. 

As he heals, calms storm, multiples food, raises dead, shows compassion…  
 he teaches with captivating expectation…  
  of treasured eternal reward for those in his kingdom. 
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This is real and stirring stuff! 
 Jesus’ disciples LOVE what they’re hearing about the kingdom, 
  BUT need help to understand their place in it…  
   and navigate their way into the kingdom. 
 We need this help too. 

Next few chapters of Matthew (from Ch18) Jesus draws disciples in close. 
 Like new CEO, School Principal, Team Coach with exciting vision… 
  there’s culture and expectations for living out vision - a manual. 
   This is what Jesus gives:  
    principles for relationships in Ctn community/church. 
     Living in and under Jesus kingdom. 

Foundational principle is STATUS: 
  Never think much of yourself 

Disciples have question about STATUS: [v1] “Who, then, is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?” 

Jesus’ answer is powerfully visual. He notices someone unnoticed. 
  He calls to someone who is rarely spoken to. 
   He places in the centre one who is outside the circle. 

[v2-3] He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. And he said:  
  Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will   
  never enter the kingdom of heaven.  

Illustration: CV-folder 

Jesus says disciples need knock-down-rebuild of attitude to status. 
 Complete makeover, system reboot… they need radical CHANGE. 
  From thinking too much of themselves… 
   to thinking NOTHING of themselves. 

Jesus’ kingdom people: see selves and one another without status. 
[v4-5] Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is     
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever      
welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. 

Illustration: CV-folder 

 This is foundation principle for kingdom community:  
  Never think much of yourself 

Encourage you in own time to re-read v6-20 and prayerfully think through personal 
implications of this. 

Russell Smidt 
Pastor 
russell@nlpc.church 2

mailto:russell@nlpc.church


Application to church community… 
Draw out some specific application for growing UP and growing OLD. 

Young people looking ahead to what’s next in life - growing up to be someone. 
 In Jesus’ kingdom… 
  You ARE someone… now. 
 You are everything you need to be to be loved by Jesus,  
 welcomed into his kingdom, treasured by all who belong to Jesus. 

 We need to let Jesus speak louder than our experience. 
  whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven. And whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. 

Older people… look back on what life been… thinking about growing old. 
 In Jesus’ kingdom… 
  You ARE someone… now. 
 You are everything you need to be to be loved by Jesus,  
 welcomed into his kingdom, treasured by all who belong to Jesus. 

 We need to let Jesus speak louder than our experience. 
  whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven. And whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. 

The character of Jesus’ church will be shaped by people who never think much of themselves. 
[Phil 2] 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Discussion, reflection questions and prayer 
Read Matthew 18:1-20 
1. How did Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 18 speak to you today? 

2. In what ways does status, achievement and recognition shape your thinking about 
yourself and other people? 

3. Make a list of Jesus’ references to ‘little ones’ in 18:1-20. Who is Jesus talking about in each 
reference? How does each reference impact the way you think about relationships in 
Christian community (family and church)? 

Prayer from Philippians 2:1-11 
Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from 
his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make 
my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one 
mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others 
above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the 
others. 

In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
Who, being in very nature God,  
    did not consider equality with 
God something to be used to his own 
advantage; 
rather, he made himself nothing 
    by taking the very nature of a 
servant, 
    being made in human likeness.  
And being found in appearance as a 
man, 
    he humbled himself  
    by becoming obedient to death— 
        even death on a cross! 

Therefore God exalted him to the 
highest place 
    and gave him the name that is 
above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, 
    in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, 
and every tongue acknowledge that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 
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