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LISTEN | HOW CAN I 
FORGIVE? 

 
MATTHEW 18:21-35 

How can I forgive? 
This is an astounding and captivating story. 
 Magnitude of king’s grace is outrageous. 
 The servant’s lack of grace is ugly. 
 The reality of the king’s justice is horrifying. 

Jesus’ punchline turns story from fictitious fable to unsettling parable: 
 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your 
brother or sister from your heart.” [v35] 

Like day-old bee sting…  
 Jesus’ words linger, irritate, give discomfort… not forgotten. 

Because you can think of moment where held back forgiveness… 
 overlooked forgiveness… just moved on rather than forgive… 
  hoped to use forgetfulness in place of forgiveness. 

You and I have a forgiveness allergy. 
 We know forgiveness is a sweet thing… 
  but some hurts are just so bitter.  
 We value forgiveness… 
  but sometimes can’t afford the words to buy it. 

Jesus says: 
“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your 
brother or sister from your heart.” 

How can you and I forgive? 
 Can we get more settled with Jesus’ parable punchline?  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How many times? 
Parable is Jesus’ answer to disciples’ question about forgiveness (v21-22). 
 Disciples: Is 7 lots of forgiveness enough?  
 Jesus: Infinite  

Jesus opens another window for disciples to see kingdom of heaven (v23). 
• Servant has ridiculous sized debt which he cannot pay 
• King outrageously forgives the debt 
• Servant is owed a modest debt 
• Servant outrageously enforces the debt 
• King reinstates the debt and adds torture 
• Jesus says [v35]:  

“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your 
brother or sister from your heart.” 

A parable about God and his kingdom 
Before parable is about forgiveness… it’s about God and his kingdom. 
 Forgiveness is a sharp point of application. 
But can’t accept forgiveness, pursue, live out… even imagine it… 
 unless first grasp WHO God is and his outrageous grace. 

God is king willing and able to forgive/cancel the debt that can’t be paid. 
 2 million years to settle 
 This is no exaggeration of the sin-debt we owe our Creator. 
  [Ecclesiastes 9:3; Isaiah 64:6; Psalm 130:3] 

Our problem is we believe God is so GOOD we are safe. 
Need to know we are safe because God is as GRACIOUS as he is GOOD. 
 If God is just GOOD, then imitation of God is simply be GOOD person. 
But the more we grasp the magnitude of God’s GRACE… 
 the more we’re compelled to show GRACE. 

The punchline of what Jesus says is about GRACE. 
Without GRACE you will not find a way into the kingdom of heaven and will not be able to 
pursue a life that is comfortable with forgiveness. 

Unwillingness to show grace is proof a person has never known grace. 
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Always think much of grace 
If you’re challenged by forgiveness…  
 starting point is your place in God’s story. 

Always think much of grace 
 Every offence is moment for receiving God’s grace. 

NEVER think much of YOURSELF 
ALWAYS think much of GRACE 

Application:  
Everyday forgiveness… look for moments to think of grace. 
 Be aware of when you show grace and need to show grace. 
 Build up your awareness of God’s grace in your life. 
 Then you will forgive like God has forgiven you. 

Big stuff forgiveness… review moments where you need to forgive. 
 Bring God’s grace into this space of your life and memory. 
 Entrust yourself and this hurt to God’s grace in your life. 
 Keep seeing moment and next steps with kingdom grace clarity.  

ALWAYS think much of GRACE. 
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Discussion, reflection questions and prayer 
Read Matthew 18:21-35 
1. How did Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 18 speak to you today? 

2. Some other verses on forgiveness: Matthew 6:12-15; Colossians 3:13; 1 John 1:8-9. 

3. If you are having a hard time forgiving… 
• Is it because you are not sure if repentance has happened? If so, how could you 

encourage confirmation of repentance? 
• Are you trying to punish by withholding forgiveness?  
• Has God’s grace to you helped you review the situation with some greater clarity? 
• What next step would you like to take? 

A peacemakers prayer 
by Ken Sande The Peacemaker 

Oh Lord God, 
today I am called to be a peacemaker,  
but I am unfit for the task. 
By nature I am a peace-faker  
and a peace-breaker, 
so I myself need help. 

Others ask me to understand and guide 
them, 

but my ears are dull, my eyes are dim, 
and I lack the wisdom they need. 

But you, Lord, have all they need, 
so I come to you for supply. 

Make me fit for your purposes, 
so I might serve them 
and honor you. 
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Cleanse me from my own sin, 
so I will not add to their problems; 
take the logs from my eyes 
so I can remove the specks from theirs. 

Fill me with your Spirit, 
so they may benefit from your fruit: 
love, joy, peace, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 

Give me wisdom from above,  
so I might be pure and peace-loving,  
considerate and submissive,  
full of mercy and good fruit, 
impartial and sincere. 

Open your Word to my eyes 
and to my heart, 
so I will have a steady lamp  
to light our path. 

Strip me of my own agenda and desires,  
so I might look only to others’ good 
and be absolutely worthy of their trust. 

Help me to model everything I teach, 
so others can see the way. 

Give me humility to admit my weaknesses 
and confess my wrongs, 
so others might do the same. 

Draw me again and again into prayer, 
where you can strengthen and correct me. 

Make me submissive — help me to show 
that I myself am under authority. 

Help me to treat others 
as I want to be treated, 
so they may see  
the essence of your Law. 

Make me creative, versatile, and adaptable,  
so I can adjust to the surprises ahead. 

Help me to accept others 
as you have accepted me, 
and thus bring praise to your name. 

Give me faith and perseverance, 
so I will not doubt your provision 
or abandon your principles, 
even when others fight against them. 

Grant me the gift of encouragement, 
to give others hope 
and help them believe 
that our labor is not in vain. 

Help me to model your forgiveness, 
so relationships are healed 
and your Gospel is revealed. 

Grant me discernment so that I may read 
the deep waters of others’ hearts,  
sort fiction from fact, 
and know when it’s time to act. 

Give me boldness and courage, 
tempered with kindness, 
to confront others in love, 
so they might see their errors  
and find their way back to you. 

Help me to prepare thoroughly 
and not presume upon your grace. 

Make me just and fair,  
so that even if people disagree 
with my counsel they will believe 
that I treated them well. 

In short, Father, 
please give me the Spirit of Christ, 
so that I might walk in his steps 
and guide your people 
into the path of your peace. 

Amen 
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